
MBSC Sailing Report - week ended 6th  June 2010 (including 

Laser Open Meeting)  

Tuesday 1st June 2010  

In the Laser fleet John Woolcock led both races from start to finish with Dave Johnson 

securing the series with two fine seconds. 

In the Slow Handicap class, after a perfect start Mark and Stan Pritchard accelerated away at 

the head of the field and were only just overtaken by Ben Wilkinson in the faster Pico as they 

rounded the turn; both then headed out to sea as they attempted to carry their advantage 

into the upwind leg.  Despite being a little late on the line Rob Bodé very quickly got his boat 

going well and went neck and neck with Tony all the way up to the first mark and narrowly 

rounded ahead of him.  Unusually spotting the best wind Rob then went inshore and by the 

end of the beat, Tony having suffered gear failure and retired, was no more than half a 

dozen boat lengths behind.  As the race continued Mark and Stan got into a real contest with 

Rob as they fought to hold second.  Renny gallantly chasing behind, tried just a little too hard 

and as he headed out on the final lap took the concept of sailing with the boat "on top" just 

a bit too far leading to his retiring from the race.  Down the final beat Rob just got the better 

of the wind and, with some serious rocking and rolling as he flew the spinnaker, managed to 

hold off Mark and Stan down the final leg to the finish.  Ben having got clear in the earlier 

part of the race sailed superbly to take advantage of the Mirror battle and claim the race on 

handicap. 

In race 2 Rob got off to one of his trademark flying starts and held form up the first leg to 

lead even Ben around the first turn; sailing better than he ever had before, Rob managed to 

keep it that way until just before the second turn.  Once he had gained the lead, Ben began 

to extend his lead over the Mirrors but was unable to create the sort of gap that he had 

enjoyed in the first race.  As Ben started his final lap he was still no more than a matter of 

seconds ahead of Rob with all to sail for.  Given the difference in expected speed between 

the boat types the Race Officer shortened the course for the Mirrors; unfortunately in his 

determination to catch Ben, this eluded Rob until he was halfway up the next leg.  With a 

clear course Ben took full advantage and sailed around at full speed to win on handicap.  

Mark and Stan kept chasing hard around the course throughout and, as Rob realised his 

error, comfortably cruised home to cross the line first and relegate Rob to third. 

Friday 4 th  June 2010  

Nine Lasers sailed port-hand triangular and old Olympic courses set by race officer Marcus 

Wilkinson and his team from a pierhead start in a force 2 north-easterly breeze.  The first 

race developed into separate battles at the front between Paul Broomfield and Greg Harris 

in first and second, and hotshot visitor Jon Emmett - sailing the only radial rig amid the 

standards - and Nick Stoten ς the four finishing in that order.  Roger Sparrow was first round 

the windward mark in the second race ahead of Jon, Paul and Greg, only to finish fourth 



after hitting the windward mark.  Paul lost his second place after a penalty 760º turn but 

finished first as Jon and Greg engaged in a luffing match on the fetch to the finish. 

In the Mirror fleet with Simon on the Scillies, Jane and Mark otherwise occupied and Tony 

away at his little brother's 80th birthday resulted in Renny, with a 1982 sail number, leading 

a fleet of even older sail numbers as the club witnessed the first competition solely featuring 

Mirror Mk1's for a considerable number of years.  Not only did he lead on sail number but, 

after sabotaging Wendy's boat, he accelerated smoothly from the start line to pass Rob and 

Lily within the first 100 yards before steadily extending his lead over them with every leg, 

even having time to recover from a near collision with the Mount, to take his maiden victory 

by a huge margin in the light conditions. 

Race 2: Wendy having added yet another string to her bow with some swift and effective 

temporary repairs to her rudder was last over the line but close behind the rest of the fleet 

as the race started.  Renny having successfully blocked Rob and Lily's intended passing 

strategy on the line got away well and held the lead down to the first turn.  The second leg 

allowed Rob and Lily to get their spinnaker up and they quickly gained the lead; 

unfortunately for them the wind then died and, having used a wider line, their advantage 

disappeared as well.  The reduction in wind also increased the significance of the total boat 

weights, a fact which Wendy took full advantage of and at the second turn the three boats 

were level.  Renny just managed to gain a little advantage down the beat and seemed 

destined to be the leader going into the next lap when the curse of the Mirror sailor struck 

and, as so often happens to Mirror sailors, he was cut up by a Laser overtaking him close to 

windward and sent careering into the turning mark leaving him slightly dazed, stationary in 

the very light breeze and with a penalty turn to complete adding to the consternation of 

seeing the other Mirrors go past him.  Wendy led the way from that point onwards and 

despite giving Rob and Lily hope by taking what seemed to be the wrong route down the last 

leg, wisely found the one wind funnel generated by the mount and breezed in to win. 

Sunday 6th June 2010  

In the Mirror fleet, the course was the real winner and it was somehow appropriate that out 

chaos and confusion Rob should achieve his first ever Mirror victory.  The race started well 

with most of the fleet following Simon and from one end of the line whilst Rob and Lily had 

clear sailing from the other end.  Simon (left of lay line) and Rob (right of lay line) had 

differing opinions as to the best route down the first beat and but for one poor tack on Rob's 

part would have arrived at the turn together.  As it was Simon and Amy who rounded the 

mark a couple of boat lengths ahead of Rob and Lily with the rest of the fleet just a few more 

boat lengths behind.  At this point, it all went horribly wrong as nobody spotted the location 

of the next mark and the entire fleet sailed off in the wrong direction!  There was little 

change in the order as they went along; Simon asked the Safety Boat for directions at one 

point but they gave a typically medical non-committal answer.  As the fleet approached the 

mark the fastest handicap boats arrived and pointed Rob and Lily in the correct direction, 

they duly headed off to round the correct mark and sail the correct course while they rest of 

the fleet quite literally all sailed off in different directions.  Simon with Amy carried on as if 

on a triangular course, at different times  Wendy with Renny and Mark with Stan briefly 



flirted with the idea of sailing in the correct direction before giving in to confusion and 

accepting their fate.  So all alone with the Laser fleet Rob and Lily serenely sailed to victory. 

LASER OPEN MEETING Sunday 6th  June 2010  

Twenty Lasers, including twelve visitors, competed in the Mounts Bay Sailing Club Laser 

open meeting on Sunday 6th June.  Race Officer Paula Morcumb and her team set an 

excellent trapezoid course for the three races sailed in a moderate and shifty force 4 breeze.  

The overall Trudgen Cup went to Jon Emmett from Weir Wood SC sailing a radial rig.  He was 

first radial in every race and finished with a remarkable first and two seconds overall against 

a number of hotshot sailors sailing the larger standard rig.  Robin Elsey from Restronguet SC 

(standard) matched a first and second overall to win the standards and First Youth but his 

capsize in the first race cost him the overall title on countback.  Home club John Woolcock 

put in a half-term appearance to finish second in the standards and third overall ahead of 

the 2009 trophy winner Ben Cornish from Exe SC.  Nick Stoten from Mounts Bay SC was 

fourth in the standards and won the prize for First Master.  Robert Dyer from Restronguet SC 

won all three of the 4.7 races. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


