
MBSC Sailing Report - week ended 28th June 2009 

Tuesday 23rd  June 2009  

Six Lasers, two Ospreys, seven Mirrors and four from the Handicap fleet sailed a port-hand 

old Olympic course set to the east of the Mount by race officer Colin Stephens and his 

Osprey team from a Pierhead start in a typical gusty and shifty force 2 - 4 easterly breeze. 

 

Pierhead team (thatΩs Mark sat inside the MRO) 

Slow Handicap:  A school night turnout of 18 Mirror sailors and a selection of Slow 

Handicappers was an unexpected bonus for all.  The star of the show then turned out to be a 

man normally associated with faster sailing; coming across from Penzance, with the aim of 

getting as much serious Mirror racing in both locations as possible before the forthcoming 

World Championships, RS200 champion Jeremy Stephens outfoxed everyone to narrowly 

claim the race. 

James and Will continue their workup in pursuit of the same goal as Jeremy, they sailed with 

an increased confidence and having held close to him for most of the race were unlucky not 

to pip him at the end.  Simon and Amy had a less assured evening than normal but still, 

despite having stopped to cool down with a refreshing swim, were comfortably able to hold 

off the rest of the fleet and take third.  In the challenging conditions, nobody else was really 

able to offer more than hard work and enthusiasm in their attempts to get on top of things 

and all trailed in behind the leaders. 

Lasers:  Four lasers went left from the start and two went right.  John Currie, sailing his 

newly acquired big rig, led the charge to the left, closely followed by Malcolm Woolcock, 

Graham Cousins and Nick Stoten. 



 

Bruce on the beat 

Bruce Adams attempted a port hand start at the pin end and was shut out by the starboard 

handers who were propelled to the pin end by one of the frequent and unpredictable wind 

shifts.  Roger Sparrow headed far right hoping to pick up a bend round the Mount, but found 

that those who went left had fared better.  John was first round the windward mark, 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ aŀƭŎƻƭƳΣ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪΦ  bƛŎƪΩǎ ōŜŀǊ-off to the gybe mark was frustrated by 

a double knot in his main sheet, allowing Roger through to fourth, but Nick got his revenge 

when Roger tacked as the wind shifted and ended up going backwards in irons.  Malcolm 

twice got through John on the beats, but John was too quick off-wind and approached the 

final mark in the lead - only to round it for an extra lap - leaving Malcolm to finish first, 

followed in by Graham and Nick. 

   

Roger and Nick rounding the leeward mark 


