MBSC Sailing Report - week ended 20th July 2008

Friday 18th July 2008

Friday’s evening sail took place under an ominously grey sky in a lively westerly breeze with
frequent mini squalls and a lumpy sea that made the off-wind legs quite exciting. In the
Mirrors, the numbers were a little thinner on the water than usual with most of the fleet
focused on preparations for Tony Clee’s forthcoming Scillies to St Michael's Mount odyssey.
Only three smashed their way through the challenging chop to be level pegging at the first
mark. A familiar pattern then emerged with Will & Henrietta pulling clear to build an
unassailable lead and win. Francis did the hard work to get clear before miscounting and
sailing in early to gift Rob an undeserved second.

Seven Lasers sailed the old Olympic course with Malcolm Woolcock establishing a lead up
the first beat that he held for the rest of the race. Lighter weight Greg Harris did well to hold
second place for a number of rounds ahead of John Currie before being displaced by Dave
Johnson, who finished second.

In the handicap fleet, one too many capsizes in the lumpy sea by Bob and Emma’s visiting
Laser 4000 caused them to retire whilst Gary and Bernie’s RS200 sailed consistently to
capture first place. Liz and Ce also had to deal with at least one time-consuming capsize
putting them third just behind Tim’s RS700 which couldn’t keep upright the entire race
either.

Sunday 20th July 2008

Sunday a triangular course was set in a very lively north easterly. In the Mirror fleet it was
who dares wins as Will got away with risking his spinnaker, managing to stay upright and
pulling clear for a second win of the weekend.

Ten Lasers sailed with Roger Sparrow making a great start and holding a useful lead at the
end of the first reach, only to capsize on the beat. Jeremy Williams took over and built up a
commanding lead over the next four rounds before he too suffered a couple capsize on the
fifth beat — leaving Malcolm Woolcock to hold the lead to the finish.

It was a close finish in the Handicap Fleet with Tim’s RS700, Martin and Julie’s Fireball and
Gary and Bernie’s RS200 finishing within around a minute of each other. This was an
interesting result given the tight reaches and the different sailing styles of the three types of
boat. Once again, the strong winds prevented Chris and Alex taking to the water in their RS
Tera but we look forward to their debut when the conditions permit.

For the full results see http://www.mbsc.org.uk/sailing/results.shtml



